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the ‘Pink Palace’ and went off for 
some tucker in town, which was fresh 

and tasty. 

A couple of days later we wended our 
way into Luang Prabang where we 
spent a few nights. Joy crossed one 
thing off her bucket list when we 
opted for an elephant ride tour. From 
the elephants we spotted a temple 
across the river, set in the side of the 
cliff face. We took a longboat across 
to see it and then returned back to 
town via the ‘whiskey village’ where 
you can buy bottles of whiskey with 
snakes and scorpions or all manner of 
other creepies pickled inside the bot-
tles. I imagined the conniption one of 
these bottles would give an Aussie 
customs’ official. 

Nightlife in Luang Prabang revolves 
around the night market with the 
main street literally taken over by 
colourful stores of handcrafts. Beauti-

ful paper lanterns, hand-sewn linen 
and silver jewellery were some of the 
many temptations. 

The highlight of Luang Prabang, 
though, is the most magnificent wa-
terfall or set of waterfalls. The water, 
though cold,  is that crystal clear aqua 
of the heated pools I’ve visited in 
places like Mataranka.  And of course 
there is the rope swing or just straight 
diving off the top of some falls and 
swimming behind the curtain of wa-
ter. 

Ride 2 End Slavery—Lisa Clarke 

Arriving in Chiang Rai at 2130hrs, after 
a change of planes in Bangkok, Joy and 
I were feeling less than energetic (it was 
after midnight at home). We were met 
by a couple of familiar faces, to me, in 
Damien and Karla who I remembered 
from 11 years prior when I worked in 
Chiang Mai. 

Piling our luggage and selves into the 
ute we hoped it would be a swift jour-
ney but alas I had forgotten the usual 
Thai hiccoughs. The ute broke down 
and after some hurried words by mobile 
2  ‘bikes’ arrived and we finished the 
journey. Had to do some quick sorting 
to take only essentials for our adventure, 
which was to begin at 0700 the next 
morning! All we were taking needed to 
be strapped to our mighty Yamaha 
Spark 135cc motorbikes, which were to 
bear us on our 1,500km ride from 
Thailand into Laos and up to Burma. 

The day dawned with rain, which was 
an omen of the weather ahead.  First 
stop was breakfast and thankfully a 
decent coffee in a local café. Here we 

met our fellow riders Cal, Carl and 
Damo, (from Oz originally but all 
working with Destiny Rescue, and 
Saggar and his wife Vida, and Wi (our 
mechanic). Also at breakfast were Tony 
and Jenny Kirwin, who started Destiny 
Rescue 10 years prior. 

Destiny Rescue is an organization, 
which rescues girls out of the sex trade 
and provides them with a safe haven, 
whilst teaching them a trade so they 
have a means of survival outside of their 
former life of slavery.  I had received an 
email from Tony last year telling of the 
idea to do a motorbike ride to raise 
money and awareness of the plight of 
these young girls.  I replied without 
hesitation that I was in.  After hearing 
about it from me Joy (CMA Tas) was 
really keen to come and so the 2 of us 
found ourselves finally in Chiang Rai. 

Within a quick few of hours we were at 
Chiangkhong on the Mae Kong (river).  
Customs, of course, was not so quick. 

Lunch overlooking the river was the order 
of the day. We had another Thai with us 
who sorted all the ‘customs stuff ‘. In fact 
Joy and I were “along for the ride”: meals, 
drinks, accommodation and petrol were all 
paid for. We had paid an upfront amount, 
which covered flights and the whole ride. 

Crossing the border involved riding onto a 
barge and sharing it with trucks in close 
proximity. Said trucks got a wash from the 
workers on the barge as part of the deal of 
crossing the Mae Kong. We managed to 
keep out of range of the sloshing buckets of 
brown water that were used to ‘clean’ the 
trucks. 

More Customs on the Laos side forced us 
into sampling beer Lao while we waited: the 
first of several on our 9day trip. 

 The days that followed saw us on variety 
of roads from smooth bitumen to roads 
that had more holes than road and took all 
our skills to not damage ourselves or the 
bikes. We made a point of mentioning to 
the guys that in their advertising not to say 
it was suitable for beginner riders. 

Laos is far less developed than Thailand 
and, for me, a much more exciting experi-
ence, both in the riding, and the people we 
met and passed on the road.  Villagers were 
excited and interested as we rode through 
or stopped for petrol (sold by the coke 
bottle) from little shanty stores. When it 
rained the kids were out on the road, with 
annoying wet clothes stripped off, enjoying 
a free wash and putting out their hands for 
a ‘high 5’ as we passed. Our nights’ accom-
modation varied also, from dingy but clean, 
little rooms to palatial suites, where we 
were felt like millionaires. 

We rode north to the border with China 
where a most bizarre town of hotels and 
casinos in bright pink and orange lies quiet 
and ghostly, as the gambling custom has 
gone elsewhere. We rode to the border 
where the guys struck up a friendly game of 
volleyball with the locals and border guards 
and I walked passed the “HALT” signs and 
up the road into China with no-one seem-
ingly worried. I eventually decided that I’d 
better return, just in case the people I saw 
weren’t really farmers and decided I should-
n’t be there.  We found ourselves rooms in 
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Ride 2 End Slavery 

back at the Thai border. Once 
again crossing the Mae Kong: this 
time with the bikes perched on the 
sloping off ramp of the barge and 
held up only by chains we were glad 
to reach the other side. After doing 
the Customs thing again we fol-
lowed the river up to the Burmese 
border and left the bikes there at a 
Destiny Rescue ‘Team House’ and 
walked into Burma, or as it is offi-
cially called, Myanmar. They’ve 
grown wise since I used to cross 
this border every 3 months back in 
1999-2000. Now they demand 
their “fee” in local currency (not 
US dollars), and you can only get 2 
weeks visa as you re-enter Thailand.  
 
But the shopping has improved: 
some amazing bargains on DVD’s 
being my favourite. The paranoia of 
the Burmese is apparent: they took 
our passports at the border and 
gave us temporary “passports” and 
then the hotel took these for the 
night as well! Next day my early 
morning photo walk gave me some 
great shots of monks and people 
riding 4-up on their bikes. One 
Burmese man taking his 3 kids to 
school wanted to chat and 
promptly dropped his kids back 
home and came back and got me as 
well to meet his wife. After ex-
changing addresses and sharing a 
cuppa I headed back for breakfast.  
 
After shopping we walked back 
over the river and had another great 
lunch: Joy and Carl both ordering 
one my old favourites that I had 
introduced them to. 

We collected our bikes and were 
back in Chiang Rai a couple of 
hours later. The next day we were 
taken on a tour of the ‘Safe House’ 
where the girls who escape live and 
learn a trade. At present there are 3 
options, with hair dressing recently 
being introduced. There is also 
sewing and jewellery making. Joy 
and I bought some lovely necklaces, 
and checked out the outfits: they 
have contracts with several dance 
companies in Australia. 

After a couple of days staying in 
the Team house and experiencing 
Chiang Rai we took a bus to 
Chiang Mai (my old haunt) and on 
to the rest of our holiday. 

Righteous CMC AGM—28th January 2012 

Member    $80 

Lisa will investigate the bank 

fees for several banks and other 

members will investigate their 

own banks. 

2. Recovery Vehicle: Geoff 

(Scruff) offered his trailer as 

recovery vehicle for club. His 

offer was accepted with proviso 

that the club pay for any dam-

age/maintenance needed due to 

use for club. 

3. Newsletter: Cynthia said 

newsletter is almost ready.  

AGM for Righteous CMCC 

held at Jindabyne on Sat 28th 

January, 2012 

Present: Vice: Tony Murphy, 

Treasurer: Lisa Clarke, Geoff 

Watson, Paul Jansen, Cynthia 

Murphy, Dianne Watson.  

TJ opened in prayer 

Lisa read from Ps 127 and re-

minded us all of the fact that it 

is the Lord who is building 

Righteous and not us of our 

own strength.  

Nothing we can do will make it 

work. So let's look to God. The 

"sons" He gives us are a reward 

from Him. 

 

1. Fees: Lisa suggested the 

option that we pay $5 a week 

rather than once-off $50 for 

membership fees. After some 

discussion the majority opted 

for the once-off payment.  

Single Member/ Nom    $50 

Couples where both are Mem-

bers/ Noms     $50 each  

Couples where one is Associate 

The Gang at Evian Lodge! 
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Righteous Run—Jindabyne 2012 

After such a huge day, we decided 
the Saturday was to be a day of 
resting of sorts... and even my 
planned paddle on Lake Jindabyne 
was canned (due to very sore mus-
cles...) 

 
We headed off to Dalgety to Buck-
leys Crossing Pub for lunch, then 
onto the Wild Brumby Distillery 
where they make their own 
schnapps. 

 
The site is also home to one of the 
three remaining alpine style houses 
in the area.. 

 
After packing up ready to leave on 
Sunday, the BBQ was dragged out 
for the last time... 

 

We were completely blessed by our 
host, Ron and Barbara Evans, who 
are also keen motorcyclists. 

 

The run home to Sydney was clear 
and dry (yay for good weather), 
and Trapper’s Bakery was again the 
site for lunch… 

 

 

 

 

 

We are looking forward to our next 
big run, which will be the Tri-
Annual Combined Christian Clubs 
Conference being held at Forest 
Edge CYC in Neerim South. 

 

We will be heading south from 
Sydney on Wednesday 18th April, 
and arriving on Friday 20th April. 

 

Please advise Cynthia or Lisa C if 
you are intending to attend, as 
numbers need to be booked 
NOW… 

Well, the day started out cloudy 
with the chance of rain.. After a bit 
of a delay in getting started, we met 
up at our usual spot at Casula. 

 
After a quick cup of java, and a 
prayer for Righteous weather on 
the trip, we headed off down the 
highway. 

 
A short stop later in Goulburn at 
the Big Merino, and Trapper’s 
Bakery (mmmm, fresh baked pies 
and coffee), Tony took over from 
Paul and we headed the back way 
to Canberra, great weather and 
winding roads. 

 
The RBT was out in force that 
weekend and we were checked out 
at a little country town by the name 
of Bungendore... 

 
We met up with Scruf and Di on 
the outskirts of Canberra, and after 
a quick shuffle and more rain, we 
decided to leave the bike at Max & 
Cay’s. 

 
Finally heading off to Cooma after 
quickly shuffling luggage, we ar-
rived at Enzian Lodge!!  

 
BBQ Dinner, with a vintage port to 
finish off (courtesy of our hosts, 
Ron & Barbara) and coffee courtesy 
of the espresso machine brought 
from Sydney... 

 
We set out the next day to 
Thredbo, the kick off point for the 
Mount Kosciuzko Summit Walk.  

On the track 

 

Lisa described the walk as a 
“doddle”, however, Katy, Erin, Di 
& Paul flagged at the 2.5km mark 
near the Kosciuzsko lookout at our 
lunch break point... 

 

We offloaded some gear, although 
not enough gear from my pack... 
and Lisa and I headed for the Sum-
mit!! 

Katy & Erin at the Lookout! 

 

What a climb – I think that the old 
legs had quite a work-out from my 
point of view that day. 

 
We were certainly glad when we 
made it to the highest point in 
Australia. Another thing off the 
bucket list... 

The view from the Top 

 
After a short break for a sanga and 
a drink (a cuppa would have gone 
down a treat), we started the down-
hill trek back to Thredbo Top 
Station. 

Lisa enjoying the rest and the view 

 
In the meantime, Katy and Erin 
decided that constant rides up and 
down the Quad Chair lift were the 
order of the day and managed an 
extra 16 trips... 

 

Old House near Distillery 
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Upcoming Events 

March 

Church Raid 

The Rock 

3rd Sunday of month 

Communion on the  Cliff 

CMA NSW 

1:30pm Stanwell Tops 

 

 

 

 

5th & 6th May, 2012 

Bikers Australia 

Brass Monkey Rally 

Showground 

Rydal 

Ride details to be  

confirmed 

Cost $25/pp 

 

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 

1 Corinthians 15:58 NKJV 

TJ’s Bike is pulled down and ready 
for rebuild—really looking forward 
to having the Tiger roar to life 

again!! 

 (Who knows—you might even see 
me riding once I have passed all 
my tests and completed my provi-
sional licence… Would love to ride 
the old girl, who is nearly as old as 

me… 

There has been talk of the colour of 
Lisa’s repaired bike—me thinks that 

Fluoro Pink is the way to go!!! 

 

Welcome !!! 

 

 

 

24th March, 2012 

Bev & Nigel’s Re-
Dedication 

Sublime Point Lookout 

Ride Leaving from 

20 Austral Ave, 

Beecroft 

Time: 11:00am 

Bring something 

Yummy to share!! 

Please RSVP to Cynthia 

18th-22nd April 

Combined Christian 
Clubs Conference 

Forest Edge CYC 

Neerim South 

Please confirm  your 
attendance to Forest 

Edge CYC 

By 29th Feb, 2012 

Welcome to our first newsletter 

for 2012. It has been a long time 
coming, We have been a bit quiet 

over the past couple of years. 

 

We are really looking forward to 
what God has got planned for us 

this year!! 

 

Congratulations are in order for 

Lisa, Paul, Kylee and Peter, who 

have passed their “P’s:!!! I am doing 
my pre-learners test in March, so 
really looking forward to getting 

my L’s and starting to ride! 

Letter from the Editor 

RPM Dates 

7:30pm 

20 Austral Ave 

Beecroft 

27th Feb 

13th March 

27th March 

10th April 

24th April 

8th May 



Annual Run—Wellington 

 

Our Annual Run to Wellington 

Caves turned out eventful to say 

the least. We met at the usual spot 

in Richmond Road and set off—

perfect weather for a ride… 

We came through Kurrajong, and 

Lisa C decided to stop and take 

some piccies of Lisa J coming 

around the bends. Lisa C’s bike 

tipped over in the soft dirt on the 

shoulder—and off came the clutch 

lever!! With some ingenuity from 

TJ and Lisa, they managed to fit an 

allen key, to get Lisa through to 

Lithgow Bike Shop. They managed 

to find Lisa a replacement clutch 

lever, and TJ and Lisa set to work 

changing it over. 

We stopped at our favourite pub 

for a great counter lunch (we were 

late again!!!) and set off again, in 

beautiful Autumn weather along 

the Mudgee Road to Wellington.. 

We arrived just on dark at Wel-

lington, the finish to a perfect day!! 

The next day dawned another 

perfect day, The girls stocked up 

on essentials for lunch and dinner 

for Saturday night, met my little 

brother Steve and his daughter 

Daisiy in Wello, and headed back 

for lunch, a mine tour and the kid’s 

swim!! 

Magda, Braam and Bertie then 

turned up that afternoon, along 

with Peter, my Dad from Moree, 

Jacqui and Chris. 

Dinner was a huge hit, with the 

girls getting creative in the 

kitchen!!! 

Great Food, Great Wine & defi-

nitely Great Company…. 

Sunday Morning, we did a church 

raid (pre-organized) at the Welling-

ton Church, who turned on a great 

BBQ for the afternoon… 

 

The afternoon dawned warm, 

so everyone headed off to Lake 

Burrendong for a swim 

(including the dog)… 

The girls on the pontoon!! 

 

The ride home proved to be 

another glorious Autumn day, 

and a great run! 

 

We are looking forward to our 

next weekend away!! 
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Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 
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28 29     
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Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

   1 2 3 

B/Hood 

4 

5 6 7 8 9 

GNI 

10 

GNI 

11 

12 

 

13 

RPM 

14 15 16 17 18 

COC 

19 20 21 22 23 24 
Run to 

Sublime 

Point 

25 

 

26 

 

27 

RPM 

28 29 30 31  



 

 

PST!!!!! GOT A BIKE THAT 
NEEDS SOME T.L.C. OR YOU 
WOULD LIKE TO RESTORE 
BACK TO THE WAY IT WAS 
WHEN IT WAS A PUP. WHY 
DON’T YOU CALL SCRUF AT 

 WATCYCLE MECHANICAL  

SERVICES ON 0418 419502 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

 

7th February Lisa Clarke 

19th February Kylee Steele 

29th March  Cyndie Murphy 

22nd April  Sharon Clark 

29th April  Katy Murphy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Righteous Contact Details: 

Facebook Page 

Righteous CMC 

 

TJ 

Mobile:  0417 658 333 

 

Cynthia 

Mobile: 0438 479 056 

E-mail: cyndie.murphy@gmail.com  

 

Lisa C 

Mobile: 0422 924 052 

gypsy4him@gmail.com 

Also noted was the new Facebook page for 

Righteous she has set up. Well done Cynthia. 

It was suggested we have a link between our 

page and the CMA FB page especially for 

events.  

 

4. Upcoming Rides: Feb 18th and Mar 24th 

put forward as suggested date. Warragamba 

Dam was one suggested venue. 

Ride to CCMCA gathering at Forest Edge, 

Neerim: 20-22nd April. Please try to attend 

this important event. We intend to leave on 

18th and ride down the coast road, returning 

more quickly on 23rd.  

 

5. Club Bike: Paul proposed we have a club 

bike to be utilised when one of members' 

bikes is out of action. More investigation 

needs to be done before we make a decision 

on this.  

 

6. Church Raids:  Scruff keen to see church 

raids resume and others agreed. Suggested 

we make 'the Rock' our first raid as it is our 

covering church. Be on look-out for churches 

to raid, especially those with some bikes.  

 

7. GNI:  There are quite a few girls with 

bikes so Lisa proposed we do an easy ride 

soon.  

Dates suggested for next GNI are Feb 18th 

and Mar 9th. 

 

Paul closed in prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER POINTS 

 

Sharron G— Prayer for Healing 

Hillary—healing for leg injury 

Max & Cay—Haiti 

Lisa C’s Trumpie (repaired!!) 

Lisa’s healing from Bike Accident!! 

Cyndie’s Dad, Peter — healing for Bowel Cancer 

TJ’s Mum 

All the girls for GNI 

Prayer for the Combined Christian Clubs 

Conference in Melbourne. 

Jackie 

Peter’s friend Carl 

Peter’s bike 

Geoff—continued work 

 

 


